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were instructed and admonished. The sanctuary at the east
end of the church was invisible, for it was concealed by a high
screen of inlaid wood with a curtained opening in it. It
was not covered with ikons like a Greek screen, and
I could see the top of a domed canopy which stood over
the altar. I ventured to draw this curtain aside in order
to see the sanctuary. The altar stood by itself, under the
painted wooden canopy whose top I had seen above the screen.
This canopy rested on four small Saracenic columns, one at
each end of the altar. Behind the altar was a wonderful
rounded apse with a tribune decorated with alternate per-
pendicular stripes of light and dark marble, and in the centre of
the tribune was a marble throne for the bishop or patriarch.
The marble seats curved round the apse in seven tiers, with this
throne in the centre.

While I was making some notes, I turned to see a rather
angry-looking priest watching me. He was short, stout and
dark, a soft black beard ringed his face, and he wore a black
gown buttoned to the neck and a low round black turban on
his head. From his expression I gathered that I had offended
him by looking into the sanctuary, and I hastened to apologise;
his anger was not with me, however, but with himself for being
absent when I arrived. We got on well together, and I dis-
covered that he spoke English, which he had taught himself.

He asked me to remove my shoes before he took me into the
sanctuary. I did this, for when the Copt enters the sanctuary
of his church he always obeys the words which the Lord
spake to Moses fiom the Burning Bush: " Put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy
ground."

In our stockinged feet we passed through the opening in
the screen into the holy of holies. I asked him the word for
" altar " and he said " madbah," which is derived from an
Arabic word which means to slaughter, or sacrifice. He told
me that the altar in all Coptic churches must stand alone in
an open space. It must never be fixed to a wall, as in many
of our Western churches. It is necessary in the Coptic Mass
for the celebrant to move right round the altar and cense it.
Lifting the cloth, he showed me that the altar was made of
stone; on the top was a ridge cut in the stone to take a wooden